Wildacres 2011
Alliance for Continued Learning’s
16th Wildacres Retreat

Baroque Opera:

An informative and entertaining program ledlswis and Marcia Songer

Topics:
. Harmonics and Acoustics: an Introduction to HowsiduNorks

What is Baroque Opera?

The Phenomenon of the Castrato

Beverle Graves Myers’ Tito Amato books

Deus ex Machina: the Castrato, Rather than Goa Niachine

Lewis Songerholds a doctorate in composition from the Univgrsit Missouri at

Kansas City. He has many compositions, performgraned publications to his credit. Dr. Songer
came to Johnson City in 1968 to teach music thandycomposition at East Tennessee State Uni-
versity. During his 30 years there he also taugirsic history, acoustics, and horn and served as
assistant director of bands. In 1992 he spent ahmoritaly and England researching castrati.

Marcia Songerholds a Bachelor of Science in Education degrem fBmuthern lllinois University
and a Master of Arts degree from ETSU. She regeatired from a thirty year career in the De-
partment of English at ETSU. Her publications urtd Garrison Keillor: a Critical Companion
plus numerous articles and book chapters. Recently

accepted for publication is a chapter on Tito Anetttled “For There Were Eunuchs: a
Venetian Castrato as Sleuth.”

The lectureswill feature historical mystery novels by Beverleades Myers set in eighteenth-
century Venetian Opera. Lewis and Marcia will brthgse stories to life for you.

Suggested advance reading¢These are all light reading. Marcia suggestsithaiu can read
only one, that it bénterrupted Aria Some titles are available as eBooks.)

—. Interrupted Aria Scottsdale: Poisoned Pen Press, 2004

—. Painted Veil Scottsdale: Poisoned Pen Press, 2005.

—. Cruel Music Scottsdale: Poisoned Pen Press, 2006.

—. The Iron Tongue of MidnightScottsdale: Poisoned Pen Press, 2008.

—. Her Deadly Mischief.Scottsdale: Poisoned Pen Press, 2009.

More info: www.beverlegravesmyers.com/
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